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Philosophy in Schools 
 

Our involvement with Philosophy in Schools began with a small group of interested teachers.  In 2015 

three staff members received level one training at Victorian Association for Philosophy in Schools 

(VAPS).  In 2016, Sherrie Knipe one of our trained staff worked with a number of teaching teams and 

modelled a community of inquiry in classrooms.  As well Dr Janette Poulton from VAPS conducted a 

whole school professional learning session.  Over the summer holidays, Sherrie attended the level two 

training and is being mentored currently so she can train other teachers.  Four other teachers have 

been trained this year and Sherrie has developed a whole school plan to implement philosophical 

inquiry. 

 

What is the purpose of Philosophical inquiry at Brighton Primary School? 

Philosophical inquiry adds a third layer to our inquiry based approach to learning at Brighton Primary 

School.  Kath Murdoch identifies three types of inquiry: project based inquiry, problem-solving inquiry, 

philosophical inquiry.  The Primary Years Program has built students’ skills in both project based and 

problem solving inquiry. Philosophical inquiry builds the Ethical and Critical Thinking capabilities of the 

Victorian Curriculum and complements the key components of the Primary Years Program: 

 the attributes of the learner profile 

 the five essential elements of IB/PYP curriculum: Attitudes, Knowledge, Concepts, Skills, and 

Action. 

In essence, it teaches both student and teacher to engage and explore, elaborate, explain and  

evaluate concepts and ideas and build deep understanding. 

Our Professional Learning  

 
On Tuesday Sherrie and her team – Heather Jenkins, Phoebe James, Joel Snowden and Angela  

Alderuccio introduced staff to the Concept Game. The purpose of a Concept Game is to develop 

the definition/s of a concept, supported by criteria.  Concept Games can be played at any stage of 

an inquiry.  

How to Play: 

 A concept for consideration is presented. 

 Students develop a definition of the concept.  

 The concept is examined in three categories: Is, ???, Isn’t. 

 Students are given a number of case studies/pictures as examples of the concept. 

 They examine the case studies in light of their definition. Does the each one meet their  

definition?  

 What CRITERIA are they using as they examine each case? 

 Students place the case studies in each of the three categories. 

 As a group, choices are examined. Discussion is encouraged from others as disagreements 

arise.  

 See next page for more ... 



From Anny … cont’d 

 

The Philosothon 
 

Last Friday, along with a number of our students and teachers, I had the privilege of attending the Philosothon 

run by VAPS at the National Gallery of Victoria.  There were students from a range of primary schools. Working in 

groups with trained facilitators, the students spent 45 minutes inquiring into a work of Art.  The first was a portrait, 

the second a narrative and the third, a contemporary piece.  Students explored imagery, symbolism, metaphor 

and the message.  The 45 minutes was never enough time and the level of thought creative, exciting and the 

possibilities endless.  In the final session, each group informally presented their favourite artwork.    

Congratulations to Sherrie Knipe who was one of the facilitators. 

 

Emergency Evacuation Drills 

In line with the VRQA requirements as a registered school, Brighton Primary follows the  

mandated OH&S Emergency Management Practices as outlined by the Department of  

Education. These are included in the BPS Emergency Management Policy.  

Following the incident on Bay Street the decision was taken to postpone the scheduled 

quarterly evacuation drill that same week on Thursday 8th June 

to a later date in the term. 



Our school library is in 

need of volunteers who 

may be able to spare some 

time to cover new library 

books. 

 This can be done in 

your own home at a 

time convenient to 

you  

 All covering materials 

will be provided 

If you are able to assist 

please contact  Jill in the      

library. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

YOGA AND MINDFULNESS CORNER 

 

There are countless news headlines, images and media expressing the  

importance of happiness, not to mention people around us?  I think it’s safe to 

say we all would like to be happy more than being unhappy.  We also know 

that life is full of many experiences and none of us get away with being happy 

ALL of the time – it’s just not humanly possible for most of us.  However, we can 

sometimes chase happiness to a point of it eluding us instead of going along 

the flow of life and letting happiness find us when it does – a lot of times in 

many simple ways like a laugh or chat with a friend, a kind look from a loved 

one, a quiet moment alone or doing an activity we love.  What makes you 

happy and do you find yourself chasing it or letting it just come as it comes, 

when it comes with a sense of acceptance. Reflect on this in your life…If you 

want to get in touch or provide welcomed feedback please email -

deb@yogabean.com.au 

DON'T MISS OUT 
Afterschool yoga classes in Performance  

Hall Thurs 3:30-4:45 (all ages)  

mailto:deb@yogabean.com.au


Italian Day 





Class Name PYP Attitude 
0A Mia M. Curiosity 

0B Lily C. Independence 

0C Harrison C. Respect 

0D Coco S. Cooperation 

0E  Mandy H. Independence 

1A  Georgia N. Creativity 

1B James J. Commitment 

1C Felicity S. Cooperation 

1D Sophie A. Respect 

1E Oscar B. Cooperation 

2A Emily B. Enthusiasm 

2B  Alex S. Confidence 

2C Mabel O. Cooperation 

2D  Jack W. Curiosity 

2E  Eoghan O. Curiosity 

 

Class Name PYP Attitude 

3A Henry W. Confidence 

3B Honey C. Confidence 

3C  Matias F. Confidence 

3D Ben P. Cooperation 

3E Will H. Commitment 

4A  Yianni K. Curiosity 

4B Sammy S. Cooperation 

4C Thomas W. Commitment 

4D Addie B. Creativity 

5A  Camp   

5B  Camp   

5C  Camp   

5D  Camp   

6A  Jacques P.  Commitment 

6B  Moe S. Empathy 

6C Hudson S. Creativity 

6D Puck O. Commitment 

MONDAY MORNING ASSEMBLY 

19 June  2017 

Parents are welcome to attend our Monday morning 
assemblies at 9.00am in the Gym. 

TERM 2 LAST DAY 
 

On the last day of term (Friday 30th June) school will finish at 2.30pm. 

For the safety of ALL children please DO NOT PARK on or close to the school crossing.  

Inspectors will be in attendance. 



Anaphylaxis update on Epipens 

Update on reduced injection time of Epipens – 3 second Epipens are now available 

Epipen and Epipen Jnr adrenaline autoinjectors are changing. New autoinjectors with the  

3 second label will start to enter pharmacies from June 13th 2017 onwards. 

The devices have not changed, just the instructions on the label, which now include: 

Reduced injection time from 10 to 3 seconds  

Removal of the massage step after the injection 

Epipens with a 10 second injection time label can continue to be used and should not be replaced unless they 

have been used or are just about to expire. 

An important reminder to all parents about the EpiClub which reminds you that your epipen is due to expire 

through SMS reminders. This is such a helpful website – further information is available at www.epiclub.com.au  

How to be allergy aware:  Information for school students 

 

People with an allergy can become sick when they come into contact with things that are 
harmless to most people. 

 
 Examples include: 

• Insects that sting (e.g. Bees, wasps) 
• Medicines 
• Food 
• Things that they breathe in (e.g. dust mite, plant pollen, pet dander) 

People with allergies to triggers they breathe in can get hay fever and asthma like symptoms like: 
• Runny nose, sneezing and itchy eyes 
• Cough, tight chest and get out of breath 

However, people with allergies to food, medicine or insect stings can get very sick and have problems like: 
• Get itchy red skin and lumps 
• Face swelling 
• Bad coughing and finding it hard to breathe 
• Tummy ache and vomiting 
• Dizziness/fainting 

Most people have heard about peanut allergy, but lots of other foods can cause allergic reactions too. The most common 
foods people are allergic to are peanuts, tree nuts, milk, eggs, wheat, fish, shellfish, soy and sesame seed.  
Please let me know if you would like any further information regarding allergies, anaphylaxis or epipens.  
 
Cecile (School Nurse) 

http://www.epiclub.com.au


 

 

Dear Parents and guardians, 

 

Communication with your  

children about online behaviour 

is one of the best strategies to 

help them understand positive 

technology use. At school, we 

often talk about the concept of 

a ‘Digital Footprint’ which is  

explained as the information 

you leave about yourself online. 

The following fact sheet is from 

the ThinkUKnow website. 

ThinkUKnow is a partnership  

between the Australian Federal 

Police, Commonwealth Bank, 

Microsoft and Datacom and 

delivered in partnership with all 

State and Territory police and 

Neighbourhood Watch  

Australasia. We encourage you 

to use these as discussion starters 

with your children.  

 

Joel Snowden 

Digital Technologies  



 

Trivia Night – Friday 21st July 

Trivia Night Bookings will be open next week so get your tables sorted if you haven’t  

already!!! 

If you would like to donate towards our silent or live auction please contact me at 

fob@brighton.vic.au 

 

Dad’s Footy Match 

The annual Dad’s Footy Match between Brighton Primary and Brighton Beach is almost  

upon us.  

This year it is being held at Peterson Reserve in Hyatt.  The Day will kick off at 1pm with a few 

children’s footy matches.  This will be followed by the main event which will commence at 

3.30pm!   

Both teams have won 3 games each so this will be the decider!!! 

This event is for the whole family and we encourage as many of you as possible to come 

along to the day and to join us afterwards for some amazing post game entertainment!  

More details will be available shortly. 

If there are any Dad’s out there that would like to be involved in the Dad’s Footy Match, 

registrations close 20th June on QKR. 

We will also be having a jumper presentation that will be held at the school on Sunday 31st 

July.   

If you have any queries please contact me at fob@brighton.vic.au. 

 

Thanks, 

Tash 

mailto:fob@brighton.vic.au






EPS Hosts Environmental Film Night 

 

Our Environmental Film Night featuring Melbourne Down Under and Bay Keepers, is fast approaching and ticket 

sales need a boost!  I would strongly encourage you to come along to this important film night to hear about 

how incredible our bay and local environment are but also how they are under threat and feeling the impact of 

plastic use in our community.  Both film makers will be presenting on the night. 

  

It’s a cheap night out (family ticket $25) and you will marvel at the sea life that’s so close and ask yourself,  

“How can I protect our nearest wild place?” 








