
Welcome to Issue #4 

—22 March ‘18 

In the fortnight ahead… 

Fri 23rd—Leadership Assembly 

@9am 

Mon 26th—28th  Mar 

GR 2 SWIMMING 

Mon 26th– 29th Mar-  

 Hearing Unit Student       

Support Group (SSG’s) 

Wed 28th Mar- 

 Preps begin attending school 

on Wednesdays 

 Grade 6 First Aid in Schools 

19– 23rd Mar-Gr 2-3 Swimming 

Thurs 29th Mar- 

 Gr 3 Swimming carnival 

THURSDAY 29TH MARCH— 

LAST DAY OF TERM 

 ASSEMBLY 2PM 

 EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30PM 

  
Farewell Michele 

 
Congratulations to our assistant principal, Michele Solecki, who has been appointed to a new  
position. She joins the Integrity Reform Group and takes up her new role this Friday March 23.   
 

In 2011, the Hearing Unit at Brighton Primary School was without a coordinator.  The school  
advertised widely and was not successful in finding a coordinator who would run the Unit as an 
integral part of Brighton Primary School.  Inclusion was in 2011 and still is in 2018, our priority so 
the students in the Unit understand and feel they are part of Brighton Primary School.  Michele’s 
work both as the Hearing Unit coordinator and later as our assistant principal reflects her strong 
commitment to both inclusion and meeting the needs of all students.   
 

As the Hearing Unit coordinator and leading teacher, Michele built the capability and skills of the 
teachers of the deaf.  She encouraged and worked with three of our classroom teachers: Amy  
Chadwick, Krystle Horadam and Cassie Troja when they undertook the specialist scholarship to train 
as teachers of the deaf and complete their Masters of Language Intervention at the University of 
Melbourne.  At Michele’s initiative, Student Support Group meetings were timetabled regularly 
each term, the teachers of the deaf provided professional learning for all staff on both the impact of 
hearing loss and the correct use of equipment.  Michele and her team taught teachers how to write 
and assess targeted Individual learning Improvement Plans.  Michele worked closely with leadership 
to access resources and equipment for classrooms to enhance the acoustics of our learning spaces.   
 

Michele continued this role when she became one of our assistant principals. As a school councillor 
Michele oversaw Camp Australia and OSHC.  She was a member of the Finance Committee.  Michele 
joined the Facilities Committee and along with Bill Kolivas she worked tirelessly to ensure  
compliance with all OH&S standards.  Michele played a leading role in our Council of International 
Schools reaccreditation and the writing of the subsequent School Strategic Plan.   
Michele’s attention to detail and strong organisational skills ensured consistent school wide  
structures and processes.  Michele was in charge of daily organisation, timetabling, rosters and 
along with Karen Gittins, our Communications Manager, she lead the implementation of Compass. 
 

Michele’s commitment to our students continued through all her roles at Brighton Primary School.  
She oversaw the student wellbeing team, worked closely with teachers, students and parents. Her 
motivation was always, what is in the best interest of the student. 
 

We will miss the work Michele does unobtrusively to ensure our school runs smoothly, her  
passionate commitment to the students in our care, her professionalism, her optimism and her 
great ability to ‘get things done.’   
 

We are farewelling Michele at a morning tea on Thursday and wish her every success as she moves 
into her new role. 



MUSIC 

Thanks to Cleo Ellenport 6D who has 

been performing the song Skinny 

Love to lower school music classes 

and accompanying herself with the 

guitar.   

Cleo performed to a number of  

classes to help them further  

understand the skills required when 

performing in front of an audience. 



School Safety Message:  

Students and parents are asked to: 

 please walk your bikes along the paths that align our school.  It is a danger to both bike 

rider and pedestrians if riding on these congested paths.  

 On approach to our school, riders are asked to use their bell when riding behind         

pedestrians to indicate you are there and intending to pass. 

 All members of our community, parents, students and teachers are asked to use the 

designated school crossings in Male St and Wilson St during drop off and pick up times.  

No one should be crossing either side of the flagged crossing areas as visibility in traffic 

can be limited,  making it dangerous to cross.  

 
 
 
 
Scholastic Book Club 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support 
 

Scholastic Book Club will be offered to students throughout the year. This is a great opportunity for students and 

parents to choose titles they would like to read and keep. Scholastic also gives rewards to the Library for every pur-

chase, which goes towards stocking the Library with new books and resources for all. 

Our annual Book Fair is held in August. So we encourage you to get excited about books and reading and see what 

the BPS Library & Scholastic has to offer. 

Happy Reading! 

Jill  



 

BPS Library has undergone some major changes in the past week. Thanks to the 

community’s generous support via the Library Fund, this year we have been 

able to upgrade shelving and furniture, to create a more accessible and        

dynamic learning space for all students and staff. 

 

 



Premiers Reading Challenge: Get Set, Ready, Read! 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Brighton Primary School is ex-
cited to be participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 
importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal 
challenge for children to read a set number of books by 7 September 2018. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their 
parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 6 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 
Victorian Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll.  
 
To Register for the Challenge, access the Link via Compass Feed or Pop in to the Library and 
pick up a registration form. 
Challenge books are available @ BPS Library we are happy to help with any of your  
enquiries. 
 
 
 
 

 



Compass Helpful Hints:  

 If accessing Compass from a mobile device you will only see the Compass newsfeed.  

We recommend you visit the Newsfeed weekly to keep abreast of what is happening at school 

and completing any necessary consent forms that may have been posted. 

 For more comprehensive information you will need to ‘switch to browser’ 

-Click on the menu icon  (3 lines on top left of your screen) and select ‘Open in 

browser’. 

-Enlarge your screen for easier viewing 

 How to access the School Resources Tab:    

-Select the pencil icon  at the top of your screen and it will reveal a drop down 

menu.    Select School Resources > Grade Folder 

-Here you will find useful information such as Class Information, Timetable, Homework, 

power points, information nights etc 

 How to access the school calendar:  

-Select the Calendar icon  

-Items posted in blue indicate events happening at school 

-Click events in left hand column.  This will highlight any events or excursion happening. 

                          -If you double click on an Event heading it will take you to the Event information page. 

 How to access School Documentation (Administrative Information: 

-Select the people icon  

-Select School Documentation 

                           -You will find information about uniform shop, forms of payment, Canteen etc 

 Year Levels Weekly Snapshot (New) don’t forget to visit your Newsfeed (found on your homepage) 

each Thursday to keep up to date on what’s happening in your children’s classroom.   

 

I hope this information is helpful to you.  If you have any further Compass queries please do not hesi-

tate to contact the school via the following email compasshelp@brighton.vic.edu.au 

 

mailto:compasshelp@brighton.vic.edu.au


Assembly Highlights 19 March 2018 

Oliver R.  Spoke 

about his re-

cent scout 

Mikayla W. Gr 2  

Recipient of a  

Science BHP Billiton 

Will T. Gr 3 sing-

ing ‘You are 

the Reason’                          

by Calum Scott 

A Visit from Leanne and Pat the Dog 

from Commonwealth School Bank-

ing—Remember to bring your bank 

books each Wednesday! 

Mikayla in Grade 2 

has won a prize in 

the 2018 BHP Billiton 

Foundation Science 

and Engineering 

Awards. Her project, 

'Feeding the Future', 

investigated the use 

of fish tank waste 

water to grow  

vegetables. Mikayla 

was presented with 

her certificate and 

prize money at  

Assembly. 



Scoreboard Unveiling—Penalty Shoot Outs! 



ANNUAL BRIGHTON LUNCHEON 

Friday 23rd is the Annual Brighton Luncheon, being held at the Brighton International.  This 

event has been running for many years and would not be possible without the help of other 

parents at the school. 

I would like thank Wish Hill, Shelley Benson, Lisa Raftis, Alicia Cracknell, Carita Spencer and 

Lorinda Morley for giving up their time so generously.   

For anyone who would like to kick on afterwards we are going to the Half Moon straight af-

terwards, where they have given us the back function room. 

EASTER RAFFLE 

Monday is the last day that you will be able to pay for your tickets online using QKR.  Please 

ensure all your children’s tickets have been handed into the office as we will be doing the 

draw before Thursday’s assembly.   

We would also appreciate any Easter donations, these can be eggs, colouring books or any 

other craft related Easter items.  There are baskets for donations located at the front office 

and also at the Grounds café.  Anything you can donate will be greatly appreciated. 

UPCOMING EVENTS – TERM 2 

Fun Run – Thursday 24th May 

Parents Mid Year Function – Friday 22nd June 

 

Wishing you all a very safe Easter Holidays and see you when you in term 2! 

Tash Scott 



PREP TEDDY BEAR PICNIC 
Preps enjoyed their first mini-excursion on Friday last week. They went on a picnic with their 

teddies and peers on the lawns outside Bayside Library. They participated in various activities 

such as Parachute, Teddy Yoga, Book Reading, Hokey Pokey and Teddy Teddy Bear. 



Last week the Grade 2 students were part of the First Aid in Schools 

Program. This program is designed for students of all ages and is 

teaching the children how to recognise and help manage in an 

emergency situation.  

The sessions are interactive and age appropriate. The children 

found them extremely interesting and informative.   

This year all students at Brighton Primary School will be involved in 

the program. 

Well done to all the Grade 2 children. They were amazing! 



Grade 6 Camp 

Canberra! 
 

I really enjoyed Questacon because we were able to do really fun activities such as challenging machines in games and  
examine different insects under a telescope. I learnt a lot about friction and about living organisms. - Harrison R. 5D  
 

I really enjoyed the War Memorial because I learnt that Charles Green wanted to create the memorial to acknowledge and 
reflect on people who served in war. His efforts were brought to life by the lifelike interactive rooms of trenches and a walk 
through submarine. Being there showed me what people did to help Australia live in a more peaceful country. - Maddie K. 5D  

 
I really enjoyed the AIS because we were able to see where Olympians train. There was an interactive room that we were able 
to test our strength and sport abilities. Also, there was a swimming pool that was able to transform into different sizes for 
diving and racing that has cameras in the water, on the walls, and on the diving boards. It was amazing to see how the  
Olympians train, I would love to train there for Footy and Cricket. - Jonte C 5D  

 

I really enjoyed the Government General's House because we were able to meet Peter Cosgrove. The house was massive and 
very detailed with dainty decor. Also, I learnt that he has another house in Sydney that he lives in when there. It was a great 
experience to see him in person doing his job. -Lola G 5D   

 

Everything was so cool, we had so much fun. I really enjoyed Questacon because I really like science. All the rooms were interesting and 
the robot in the foyer was funny. - Emma R 5A 

My favourite part of camp was the AIS because I like sport. It was fun, the tour was interesting and we got to play in Sportex. 
 - Hudson P 5A 

The best part of camp was Parliament House. The debate was lots of fun and I loved seeing all the places where they make laws for Aus-
tralia. - Molly M 5A 

One of the places I enjoyed was the Australian Electoral Commission because I learned what happens when we vote and how to vote 
properly. -Calum M 5A 












