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Our 2017 Annual Implementation Plan  

 

In 2014 following our reaccreditation as a member of the Council of International 

Schools we wrote our School Strategic Plan which sets the direction for  

Achievement, Engagement and Wellbeing for the school until 2019.  Each year 

we write an Annual Implementation Plan which outlines the actions and key  

improvement strategies for the implementation of the goals in the School  

Strategic Plan.   

In 2017 the key improvement strategies of our Annual Implementation Plan focus 

on:  

 excellence in learning and teaching and; 

 a positive climate for learning. 

Excellence in learning and teaching 
 

Our 2017 Annual Implementation Plan has two strands to excellence in teaching 

and learning. For Engagement we are deepening our understanding of the  

inquiry process.  This is evident in the planning and delivery of the units of inquiry.  

There is a stronger focus on students having the opportunity to go further, draw  

conclusions and take action.  We are using the dimensions of 21Century Learning 

Design that I wrote about last week, so students become active inquirers and  

learners. The five essential elements of the Primary Years Program are  

documented in each units of inquiry.  They are: Attitudes, Knowledge, Key  

Concepts, Skills  and Action. 

To add another dimension to inquiry we are introducing philosophical inquiry.   

Sherrie Knipe who qualified as a trainer over the summer holidays is leading a 

small team of trained teachers.  In October, Dr Philip Cam, Associate Professor in 

the School of History and Philosophy at the University of New South Wales, will 

work with all teachers. He writes: 

 The conception that underpins most school-based philosophy programs is 

that of the classroom as an open and inquiring community — a  

conception that resonates with current approaches to teaching and 

learning…  

This echoes the inquiry approach of the Primary Years Program. 

From 2017, all schools are required to report against the learning continuum of 

the Victorian Curriculum. Teachers have spent professional learning sessions  

auditing our Program of Inquiry against the Victorian Curriculum in preparation for 

June Reports.     Continued next page ... 



Continued from page 1 …. 

 

The second strand of Engagement is Achievement.  The statewide focus is continued improvement in Student 

learning outcomes in English and Mathematics. We have continue our work on Mathematics and our focus for 

2017 is writing.    

 

A positive climate for learning  
 

A positive learning environment is the work of student wellbeing.  Last year we introduced COMPASS and used it 

for attendance and events. In 2017, we have purchased the Kiosk to streamline data collection for late arrivals 

and early departures.  In the first semester we have refined and published our student wellbeing processes 

which is displayed in all classrooms.  We have also refined our student wellbeing documentation ready for  

transition to Compass Chronicles.  Chronicles provides a centralised database for student wellbeing records. At 

present members of the student wellbeing team are working with Compass to create relevant templates on 

Chronicles.  We continue our commitment to the Primary Years Program mission and the development of the 

whole child. We are explicitly teaching the five competencies of Social and Emotional Learning.  

 

Monitoring the Annual Implementation Plan  
 

All schools are required to assess the progress of the implementation of the key improvement strategies in both 

June and December.  Our leadership team assessed our progress at their meeting on Thursday. We are on 

schedule and we have semester two to complete the outstanding work of the Annual Implementation Plan.  

This is a tribute to the hard work and commitment of our teachers and staff. 



YOGA AND MINDFULNESS CORNER 

This week, there has been a lot happening in the world and closer to home, let alone what is occurring in our own lives. How do we allow for the 

things that occur to us, by us and in our surroundings to be felt, experienced and then move through them in a way that supports us, challenges 

us and then evolve for the better? It’s challenging but we can! There is a lot of love, hope and great things in our lives and we must take some 

time to acknowledge what they are and seek it if there isn’t. It starts with ourselves. 

 

Reflect on that in your life and enjoy the long weekend. If you want to get in touch or provide welcomed feedback please email 

deb@yogabean.com.au 

DON'T MISS OUT 

Afterschool yoga classes in Performance Hall Thurs 3:30-4:45 (all ages) 

www.yogabean.com.au 

ANYONE  INTERESTED IN GOING TO THE VICTORIAN INTERSCHOOL SNOW SPORTS  AND WANTS TO JOIN AN 

INDEPENDENT  TEAM  - NOT SCHOOL AFFILIATED,  PLEASE  CONTACT:- 

HEATHER   h@crockart.com.au   of  0412 475 145 

DATE OF  INTERSCHOOL SPORTS :  AUGUST 21-25  - Primary school competitors on Mon & Tue only 

VENUE:   MOUNT BULLER  

WEBSITE: vicinterschools.com.au 

mailto:h@crockart.com.au


Junior School’s tribute 

to International      

Children’s Day created 

during Art Lesson 



Dad's Footy   

Annual Football Match vs Brighton beach  

Sat August 5th 

Prep and Grade 1 dads wanted 
  

Fellow BPS parents. As many of you know, the Dads of Brighton Primary play an annual game of Aussie rules 

against the dads of Brighton Beach, in what has become a greater rivalry than any Carlton Collingwood clash. 

The game is in its 7th year and the ledger sits at three wins for the BPS Lions and three for the BBPS Dreamers. With 

Bayside bragging rights on the line, the match has become one of the most enjoyable fundraisers on our school’s 

social calendar and this year will be no exception. 

To any dads reading about this for the first time, please don’t be a stranger, all are welcome to come down, get 

some exercise and meet some new dads, and don’t let a lack of AFL experience hold you back.  

Our squad consists of a wide range of men with experiences varying from never having played the game before 

(expat  Kiwis, South Africans, Brits etc) , to recently retired successful amateurs and even a few dads who still play 

super rules. 

There are 7 weekends between now and game day which gives you plenty of time to come down for a run with 

the boys and register your interest, and even if you decide not to play on the big day, you will not regret spending 

time with your fellow Lions! 

Training is a very social affair, and we encourage dads to bring their kids along for a run with each other. 

Many of our players have made meaningful friendships and contacts through training, playing and celebrating 

with each other over the years. You will quite often find that the bloke you are standing next to in a handball drill 

line has a daughter in the same class as yours.  

Links are easily made and helps foster a stronger school community. We will have you willingly cooking snags with 

other dads at school functions in no time!  

Last year one of our dads made a short documentary about the build-up and the game itself. Can I encourage 

you to watch it, and if you would like to know more about training , playing and registering to play on QKR, send 

me an email  - my name is nick Paltoglou  (npaltoglou@ords.com.au)                                                                                

https://vimeo.com/210874915 

This year’s game will be held at Peterson Reserve in Highett on Saturday August 5th. More details will be released 

closer to the day as to how families can get involved. 

Looking forward to kicking the Sherrin with you soon! 

Go BPS Lions! 

  

mailto:npaltoglou@ords.com.au
https://vimeo.com/210874915


 

Due to the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
there will be no Assembly awards on  

Monday 11th June 

The Student Wellbeing Team is delighted to advise $593 was raised 

from our recent  International Children’s Day event.  This amount 

will be donated to the Berry Street Foundation to assist  families 

faced with problems such as abuse,  violence and neglect.   

Thank you everyone for supporting this worthy cause. 

 



 

 

If you have an active child, chances are they may get a sprain or a strain at 
some point. Strains and sprains are common injuries, especially for kids. 
The following information may be helpful. 
 
What Are Strains and Sprains?  Muscles contract and relax to help your body move.  A strain occurs when a muscle that 

has been stretched too far. It's common for people to strain the muscles in their backs, necks, or legs. Bones meet at joints, such as elbows, 
knees, or shoulders. That's where your body bends and rotates. Strong, elastic bands of tissue, called  ligaments hold bones together in the 
joints. A sprain happens when those ligaments have been overstretched (mild sprain) or torn (severe sprain). Ankles, wrists, and knees 
sprain easily. 

How Is a Strain Different From a Sprain?  Even though both can hurt a lot, strains are not as serious as sprains.  

Because a strain is pain in the muscle, it may start to hurt immediately or several hours later. The area will be tender, feel sore, there may be 
some swelling, and it might also appear bruised. A sprain will probably start to hurt right away. Usually, the injury will swell and look bruised, 
you might find it hard to walk or move the injured part, and you may even think you have broken a bone. 

How Does a Strain or Sprain Happen? Strains often happen when you put a lot of pressure on a muscle or you push it 

too far, such as when lifting a heavy object. Strains can be more likely to happen if you haven't warmed up first to get blood circulating to the 
muscles. They're also common for someone returning to a sport after the off-season. That first time playing softball after a long winter off 
might lead to a strained calf or thigh muscle.  Sprains are caused by injuries, such as twisting your ankle. This kind of injury is common in 
sports, but also can happen any time you trip or fall.   

IF YOU DO INJURE YOURSELF, REMEMBER TO STOP AND DO THE FOLLOWING: 

 

REST the injured part of the body.   
Apply ICE to the area. 
COMPRESSION bandage may be needed to reduce swelling.  
ELEVATE the injured limb –this reduces pain and swelling. 
REFER to your doctor so they can assess the injury.  It can be hard to tell the difference between a sprain, strain, and a broken bone, so it's 
often a good idea to seek medical opinion. Please make sure you notify the school if your child has had an injury which requires restrictions 
to activity or may need extra requirements whilst the injury is healing. 



Prep Happenings 
 

Today Prep students enjoyed a visit from Dr Christina, who works at the Bayside Animal Medical Centre.   

Dr Christina talked to the children about her job as a vet, the animals she treats and some of the common 

problems she sees with her patients.  Today’s visit with Dr Christina links to our current program of inquiry investi-

gating:  

             How communities work 

             Roles within the community 

             How people within a community help each other 

 

Momentum Arts Studios founded by Jack May is the freshest dance school to Brighton, offering classes 

for anyone who shares an interest in acrobatics or dance! With an urban focus Momentum caters to 5+ years, all boys classes, and adults! 

Jack has been dancing and  

teaching for over 10 years and has had the opportunity to share his passion all around Australia, he is one of Melbourne’s most highly  

regarded Hip Hop teachers and has seen success at his first studio in Balwyn and has decided to start a second location in Brighton at 58 

Wilson St). 

 Being a new school Momentum has a limited number of classes that are quickly filling, if you cannot find something that suits you 

right now, please let us know so we can contact you once we expand outside our current timetable!! 

 Be sure to walk across the road and stick your head in the door, Jack would love to extend a "Free Trial” offer to all the students from  

Brighton Primary. We understand that you need to test the waters before jumping in head first.  

So please visit the website or contact him directly at 0410 360 256, momentumartsstudios@gmail.com. 

 

 Tuesday’s 

9:30 - 10:30am = Adults Beginner 

Hip Hop 

5 - 6pm = 9 - 12 Years Acro 

6 - 7pm = 12+ years Acro 

Monday’s 

4 - 5pm = 5+ years Hip Hop 

5 - 6pm = All Boys Hip Hop 

6 - 7pm = Crew training 

BPS kids will be doing a  

workshop on Friday with Jack.  

Look for photos in the next 

newsletter! 

mailto:momentumartsstudios@gmail.com




 

Report from Yokohama, Japan 

 

At the end of term one I was fortunate to attend the annual International Baccalaureate’s Asia Pacific  

conference. This year the conference was held in Yokahama, Japan over three days. The conference is a  

gathering of educators who work in IB schools, mostly in the Asia Pacific region. Over the three days I attended 3 

keynote speaker sessions and smaller breakout sessions. 

 

The overall theme of the conference was ‘Inspiring Communities’. The 3 keynote speakers were: 

 

-Dr. Alma Harris, Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy, University of Bath, UK 

-Dr. Noriko Arai, Professor of Information and Society Research, Tokyo Japan 

-Dr. Yong Zhao, Professor of School of Education, University of Kansas, USA 

 

From a big picture perspective, the key message of all the speakers was that, like many industries and areas,  

education is rapidly and constantly changing at an ever-increasing rate. Each speaker challenged us to consider 

how the world is now and how it will be in future and what is really worth learning for our students. Much of our 

current education system was designed around the industrial revolution and was preparing students for jobs that 

are now being replaced with automation. As a PYP school with an Inquiry approach, the students at Brighton  

Primary are taught how to be effective learners. This focus on ‘learning how to learn’ and not just knowledge  

retention, is a key difference in our schools today. Students are well and truly at the centre of all we do-  

academically, socially and emotionally. Our focus on action also ensures that our students are engaged in  

meaningful learning opportunities that extend beyond the classroom. 

 

Additionally, Dr. Alma Harris talked about the importance of leadership at all levels in schools- or ‘distributed  

leadership.’ It was affirming to apply this to our current model at Brighton Primary School where each team leader 

is part of the leadership team at the school.  

 

I was able to connect with other Primary Years Program teachers and coordinators to find out more about the 

review of the PYP. The review is the first of its kind since the inception of the PYP in the 1990s. The purpose of the 

review is to ensure the PYP remains at the forefront of international education. Key changes and updates are  

expected to commence from late 2018. I have been able to share key points of the update with staff at a  

professional learning session. This will impact our next whole school evaluation, scheduled in a few years time.  

 

Finally, I attended a powerful session on inclusive classrooms. This session focussed on how we can meet the 

needs of all students. Many of the examples provided during the session, such as the provision of individual  

learning plans, already highlighted the approach we have at Brighton Primary. I was able share with executive 

some further strategies and resources shared during the session.  

 

Joel Snowden 

PYP Coordinator 
























