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In the fortnight ahead… 

 Fri 14 Jun  BPS Winterfest  

Dinner  

 Wed 19 Jun Gr 4 Excursion 

 Wed 19 Jun Prep Incursion 

 Fri 21 Jun  BPS Dads’ Social 

Group Lunch 

 Mon 24 Jun Gr 6  Excursion 

 Tue 25 Jun  Gr 6 Parent Info 

Night— Exhibition 

 Wed 26 Jun Italian Day  - 

Wear your  Italian Colours 

Fri 28 Jun  - End of Term 2—

FUN LUNCH, CASUAL 

CLOTHES DAY AND A VERY  

SPECIAL ASSEMBLY TO  

WISH OUR SCHOOL  PRINCI-

PAL  ANNY  LAWRENCE, A 

HAPPY  RETIREMENT ! 

 

 EARLY DISMISSAL 

Fri 28 June 2.30PM  

 

 

Last week government school principals attended the 2019 EDUCATION STATE 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. We had the opportunity to select the key 

note speakers we wished to hear.  The two most interesting and informative 

sessions I attended were: 

Power of the human brain: What do we know about the brain and the 

impact of screen technologies and learning? with Baroness Susan 

Greenfield; 

Enhancing literacy outcomes through drama and literature with        

Professor Robyn Ewing 

 

Baroness Greenfield is a neuroscientist and began by educating us about 

how the brain works.  The brain is all about making multiple connections 

between brain cells, like the branches of a tree. By growing more branches 

or connections you are increasing the surface area of the brain and this 

facilitates even more connections between brain cells. It is these            

connections that give deeper meaning and over time personalise the 

world around you.  They give you a cognitive view and liberates us from 

taking the world at face value.  Our mind is the personalisation of the brain. 

 

With this understanding Baroness Greenfield looked at the impact of mo-

bile phones and screen time on the operation of the brain. 

 Attention: attention span is being changed by things being shorter 

and shorter. 

 Addiction: Internet Gaming Disorder is listed by the World Health     

Organisation. The brain is changing physiologically through the        

release of dopamine which makes you drowsy, underlies drugs of    

addiction and inhibits the frontal part of the brain which results in fitful, 

rude and childlike behaviour. 

 A world driven by external satisfaction: increased sensory drive and a 

move away from the cognitive view 

 Aggression 

 Reduced interpersonal skills 

 A weak sense of identity 

 Poor critical thinking: googling information give examples, it does not 

build understanding 

True understanding is when you see something in terms of something else. 

Continued next page... 



Baroness Greenfield concluded by saying rather than taking away screens, introduce something more    

attractive to the individual… that will motivate and substitute. 

 

Professor Ewing’s session demonstrated that the Arts can provide something attractive to the individual that 

can motivate.    

The Arts: Cognitive Play serve as a stimulus and training for a flexible mind, as play does for the body 

and physical behaviour. The high concentrations of pattern that art delivers repeatedly engage and 

activate individual brains and over time alter their wiring to modify key human and perceptual,   

cognitive, and expressive systems, especially in terms of sight, hearing, movement and social      

cognition…a social and individual system of engendering creativity, for producing options not con-

fined by the here and now.  

(Boyd, 2019, p.85-7) 

 

As well, we were reminded of why the Arts are important to learning. Research shows that quality Arts      

experiences enhance both academic and affective outcomes for students. They build the four Cs which 

we need to grow in our students for success in the world in which they will live: 

 Communication 

 Critical thinking 

 Creativity  

 Collaboration. 

 

Professor Ewing added four more she believes they will need too:  

 Curiosity 

 Connection  

 Compassion (empathy + action) 

 Courage. 

 

Both sessions affirmed the role of a rich specialist program that provides quality arts experiences, and the 

sequencing in action through sport and physical activity as well as the highly effective learning and    

teaching in our classrooms that exercises the brain through problem solving, philosophical inquiry and  

reading widely in fulfilling the IB mission  

 

to develop the whole child. 



 

BPS Dads’ Social Group Lunch  

Don’t miss this great opportunity to meet other 

BPS dads and there are already 40 tickets sold! 

 

When: Friday 21 June @1pm 

Where: Balcony Room @ The Espy Hotel, 11 The 

Esplanade, St Kilda  

Cost: $45 for a 2 course lunch. Drinks at bar    

prices 

Bookings: Via Trybooking link https://

www.trybooking.com/BDBEL 

 

Scott & Rob 

BPS Dads' Social Group  

FRIDAY 28TH JUNE IS THE LAST DAY 

OF TERM 2 

Canteen is closed  

FUN LUNCH, CASUAL CLOTHES DAY 

AND A VERY  SPECIAL ASSEMBLY TO  

WISH OUR SCHOOL PRINCIPAL ANNY             

LAWRENCE, A HAPPY RETIREMENT ! 

EARLY DISMISSAL 2.30PM 

https://www.trybooking.com/BDBEL
https://www.trybooking.com/BDBEL


 

 PYP Learner Profile Awards 

03 June 2019 





Our Prep students are currently inquiring into the central idea ‘People have 

different roles in the community’. Over the last two weeks our local fire    

brigade from Ormond Station have visited us to discuss fire safety. On their 

first visit we learnt about smoke detectors, a safe place to meet, the pro-

tective clothes that firefighters wear and how to escape with lots of smoke 

– get down low and go, go, go. On their second visit the focus was on 

what to do if our clothes catch fire – stop, drop, cover and roll. The high-

light was being allowed to hold the hose and spray the basketball court. 

We are very grateful to our local firefighters who started the sessions, raced 

off to an emergency and then returned to school in order to avoid any             

disappointed faces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do people that are deaf hear fire alarms? – Billy (0A) 

Firefighters stay in the station and sort out the equipment when there is not a fire. Mariana (0A) 

You need to go down low where the good air is when there is a fire! Charlie L (0A) 

They have oxygen on their backs. Ruby (0A) 

How strong is your helmet? – James (0B) 

Why are there are beds inside the station? - Charlotte (0B) 
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Fire Fighters have a big red truck. Fire fighters have special clothes. They have a ladder to get 

people down. Abby (0C) 

Firefighters help you. Firefighters put out fires. Claire (0C) 

Firefighters have a red truck and get you out of the fire and get down low and go, go, go. Zara 

(0C) 

Fire fighters help people by putting out fires. Lucia (0C) 

Firefighters teach kids how to be safe. Max (0D) 

Firefighters save people and put out fires. Oliver (0D) 

Firefighters put out fires with their hoses. Indi (0D) 

To put out fires call 000. James (0D) 

Thank you for letting is spray the hose. - Troy (0B) 

Thank you for letting me go in your truck. - Noah L (0B) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY  

 

Yesterday our BPS team of 7 attended the Kingston Division 

Cross Country at Cornish College. The course was very mud-

dy over the 2km or 3 km that the students were competing 

in. The average number of entrants in each race was around 

55/60 and the top ten competitors progressed from each 

age category. 

 

Our competitors were: 

 

Grade 6: Bethany Perry-Crockart, Madison King 

Grade 5: Ava Lee, Will Naughton, Matias Florez 

Grade 4: Riley Stratford, Lachlan King. 

 

The only student who had competed at this level before was 

Madison who went all the way in 2018 to be crowned Na-

tional Cross Country Champion so it was really impressive 

yesterday for 6/7 competitors to finish in the top 14. Well 

done to all 7 students who represented BPS so well and the 

very best of luck to Lachlan and Madison King who   finished 

first and will now go on to the regional competition in 2 

weeks in their quest to make the state final. 

 

Inter School Soccer 

 

The Inter School soccer teams had a surprise visitor today to 

watch the games against Sandringham East PS. Connor Pain, 

who has played in the A-League for Melbourne Victory and 

Central Coast Mariners and from next season will play for   

Western United, was an interested spectator as the girls         

narrowly went down 2/1 and the boys remained undefeated 

with a convincing win. Connor was a local bayside resident 

who attended and played soccer for Beaumaris PS and who 

played for local team Bentleigh Greens in the NPL.  

 



COLDS AND FLU– BE A GERM STOPPER!!  

Did you know?                                                       
The average child misses over 4 school days a year as a result of colds and flu each year. For children who wipe their nose on clothing and 

hands this increases to 6 days per year. We are in the middle of the cold and flu season so we want to try to reduce the spread of viruses 

during this time. Everyone needs to be mindful of how these viruses are spread and how to prevent this from happening.  
What is good respiratory hygiene? 

Viruses such as colds and flu are spread by germs that are too small for us to see. Cold symptoms such as runny noses, coughs and sneezes 

spread cold germs into the air. If these germs are breathed in by another person then they may be infected with the virus. Germs are also 

spread by hand to face contact and by people touching objects that can be infected and someone wiping their nose on their hand. 

So how can we stop the spread of cold and flu? 

Keep your child home if they are sick or unwell – remember this allows them time to recover, and also reduces spread to other children. 

Always make sure your child has their own tissues in their bag in case of runny noses. If your child has a fever and symptoms persist make 

sure you seek medical review. 

Don’t forget to teach your child good respiratory hygiene. 

Remember to:  

CATCH IT – cover your nose and mouth with a tissue if able, or use your elbow when you sneeze or cough, 

BIN IT – Throw tissue in bin.  

KILL IT – Wash your hands with soap and water.  

 

If your child is unwell, please keep them at home until they have recovered.    

Thankyou.   Cecile (School Nurse) 



 



 


