
Welcome to Issue #11 

—25 July 19 

In the fortnight ahead… 

 Fri 26 Jul Art Excursion—     

Gr 3C 3D & 3E  

 Mon 29 Jul-Thu 1Aug      

Scholastic Book Fair  

 Mon 29 Jul— Compass Help 

Drop– In Session @9.35am 

 Tue 30 Jul Art Excursion—     

Gr 3A & 3B  

 Wed 31 Jul—Grandparents & 

Special Friends Classroom 

Visits 11.30am-12.30pm 

  Fri 2 Aug—100 Days of Prep 

Celebration 

 Sat 3 Aug-’Brighton Live’ 

Social Event @ 7.30pm 

 Mon 5 Aug—Gr 2 & 3       

Excursion 

 Tue 7 Aug—Gr 3 Camp Info 

Night 

 

 

Dear BPS Community, 

First and foremost, thank you for the warm welcome last week. As I met with 
teachers, students and parents, I was touched by the kindness and commitment 
to Brighton Primary School.  I am excited to be joining the BPS family.  

As I reflected on the conversations and energy that I encountered last week - 
from students to educators to parents to school council members – I noticed a 
drive and enthusiasm in the entire community to ensure BPS is a strong,         
successful and caring learning organisation for teachers, parents and most      
importantly, students.  In my conversations with teachers and school leaders,      
I was also struck both by their professionalism and their desire to continue to 
learn and grow as educators. 
 
There is much for me to learn as I make this transition as the new BPS principal.  
I am working closely with our leadership team, teachers, support staff and 
school council members to ensure there is a smooth transition.  Thank you to 
the parents, students and teachers who have already shared thoughtful        
questions, suggestions and insights regarding the strengths and areas requiring         
strengthening at Brighton Primary School.  Over the coming weeks I plan to 
meet with each staff member to gain their perspective and visions for Brighton 
Primary School.  We will also be holding a teacher feedback workshop this 
month, followed by a parent feedback workshop later this term.  The objective 
being to gain insight from our school community on what they feel makes BPS a 
great school and importantly, what we can do to make BPS an even better 
school. 
 
I look forward to getting to know more of our parents, students and staff in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Best Regards 

Steve Meade 

Principal 

Prior to joining Brighton Primary School, Steve was the Executive  

Director of Curriculum & Assessment at Singapore American 

School. He has also worked in Japan and Indonesia as the Deputy 

Head of School at Tokyo International School as well as Primary 

School Principal and Middle School Assistant Principal at Jakarta 

International School. Steve has held teaching and administrative 

positions across primary, middle / junior and high schools as well as 

worked in three International Baccalaureate (IB) World Schools. His 

professional experience and expertise strongly aligns with the    

mission and vision of Brighton Primary School. 



 

News From The Grounds—     The 

café will be closed next Wednesday 

31 July and re-open Thursday with 

a lovely array of Agathe Croissants. 

Grandparents and Special Friends Classroom Visits -  

Wednesday 31 July - 11:30am -12:30pm 
Dear BPS Families,  

We are holding our annual Grandparents and Special Friends Classroom Visits on 

Wednesday 31 July.   

 

Grandparents and Special Friends are invited to drop into their student/s classroom and 

share in student learning between 11.30am - 12.30pm. 

 

Please enter through the Male Street gate or the main school entrance on  Wilson 

Street.  There will be Grade 6 Leadership volunteers who will be happy to help those who 

need assistance in finding their classrooms. 

 

Further information will be communicated in your Year Level Weekly Snapshots.  



 Check out the facilities upgrade work that occurred over the holidays! 

 

Completion of the Hub Learning Space which included installation of new carpet, acoustic panelling and 

bi-fold doors.   The last of the class room projectors have been upgraded to Smart TV’s.  

 

 
Junior toilet upgrades 

consisting of re-painting 

of doors and walls and 

new flooring. 

Thank you to the Parents & Friends committee for raising funds for these upgrades along with 

our Facilities and Finance Committees for the planning and management of these upgrades. 



 

What's On In Term 3? 

 Week 1 —Parent Teacher Interviews—15-19 July 
 Week 2-3—Compass Drop In Help Desk—22 & 29 July @9.35am 
 Week 3—Scholastic Book Fair—29 July—1August 
 Week 3—Grandparents and Special Friends Day—31July @ 11.30am—12.30pm  
 Week 3—100 Days of Prep—2 August 
 Week 3—Brighton Live Social Event—3August 
 Week 5—Grade 4-6 House Athletics—15 August 
 Week 6—Grade 3-4 Hoop time—19 August 
 Week 6—Parent and Friends Committee—Dad’s Footy Match  - 24 August 
 Week 7-10—BPS hosting G.A.T.E.Ways – Gifted and Talented Education  
 Week 7—Fathers Day Stall—29 August  
 Week 7—Grade 2 & 4 Working Bee—31 August 
 Week 8—Grade 6 Exhibition—4-6 September 
 Week 9—Grade 6 Bike Education—9-13 September 
 Week 10—Specialist Spectacular—18 September 
 Week 10—Final day of term—Fun Lunch—Early Dismissal 2.30pm, 20 September 
 Term Break  23 September—04 October 
 

 



Philosophy for Children 

Brighton Primary School has been implementing philosophical inquiry into classrooms over recent years. 

We currently have many teachers who have been trained to teach philosophy for children, known as P4C. At BPS 

we recognise the potential that philosophical dialogue has in fostering critical and creative thinking in our students 

and how this may lead to the caring and collaborative attitudes that we hope for our society.  

Philosophy deals with questions that are; conceptual - they are about big ideas, common - they are about every-

day concerns, contestable - they elicit many perspectives, and central – humans across the world may relate to 

them. 

In classrooms, teachers have facilitated ‘Communities of Inquiry’ by implementing such strategies as concept 

games, question quadrants, question generating and sorting and teaching the skills of how to build on other     

people’s ideas and how to respectfully challenge other people’s views. 

On Thursday 18th July, Grade 5 & 6 students, Leo , Corey , Ally, Rose, Emilie, James, 
Max, Isabella, Xana, Aden along with My Lyon and myself, attended  ‘The Middle 
Years Philosothon’ held at the Immigration Museum in Flinders Street Melbourne by 
The Victorian Association for   Philosophy in schools. 
 
Our students collaborated with students from others schools around the state such 

as Scotch College as well as across many year levels up to Year 8, exploring exhibitions within the Immigration Mu-

seum. Some of the concepts the students explored where change, displacement, racism, belonging, identity, pow-

er and discrimination. During our final mixed school ‘Community of Inquiry’, many student groups successfully fa-

cilitated their own focussed discussions with little input from the adults.  

 Some of the questions they generated as mixed groups across the day were: 

 What makes us unique? 

 Can we accept ourselves if we can’t accept others? 

 Why do we fear what we don’t know? 

 How long does it take to ‘become Australian’? 

 Why are people racist? 



When we came together as a school group at the end of the day, we generat-

ed our own questions such as: 

 Can telling our stories decrease our fears? 

 Are our thoughts limited by our experiences? 

 Can our intelligence create more fear? 

 Is migration a bad thing? 

 Can experiences change the way we think? 

Here are the student’s reflections: 

“I am now more open about thinking about people who have immigrated from different countries and what they 

have been through… we should be respecting everybody because we are all humans and live in the same world. We 

just need to be respectful.” 

“I am more open to new cultures and religions and accepting people for who they are.” 

“My thinking has changed because now I finally understand what people went through and how that might have 

affected them.” 

“I take my time now rather than say what I think straight away.” 

“I am now a lot more confident speaking to people that I don’t know.” 

“Now I have more knowledge about what people can do even without the resources that we have.” 

“I have got more curious and open minded and it has made my speaking more confident than usual.” 

“Now I understand what people went through to immigrate to Australia…they had to take tests that they didn’t  

understand.” 

“Now I have an idea of what people have to go through to migrate to another country.” 

“We need to give kids time to get their thinking out, because what they’ve have to say is really powerful.” 

 I would like to congratulate these students on how they: 

 represented our school well, by displaying respectful behaviour at all times 

 found the courage to speak out in front of strangers 

 made new friends with students from others schools  

 respectfully challenged other people’s thinking 

“…Students have the knowledge, skills and dispositions to understand themselves, others and the 

 world around them.” (Global Citizenship @ BPS) 

Sonya Branca 

 



Grade 6 Chinese Museum Visit 

At the end of last term grade 6 visited the Chinese museum where we were welcomed by 2 lion statues.  As we went into the 
building it looked very Chinese with dragons symbols and paintings on the walls.  
 
Grade 6 were astonished at how long the Chinese dragon costume was. It went  to 69 Metres whereas the longest one is 107 
metres long. They use the traditional Chinese costume for 30 years and then guillotine the head of the costume to remove 
bad spirts before making it into a puppet and put it in their collection. They usually bring out the dragon costume when it is 
Chinese New Year but it  can take up to  5 hours to get out due to it’s size. 

We also learned to knot square and curved. We all had very good ones and when we were knotting it honestly felt like you 
were actually knitting. To do a curved one you need to put the 2 smaller ones taped in the middle and put the long one on 
the right onto the left side and then put the left string on top of it, then grab the middle and slide the left knot under and pull 
on it making the first knot then repeat but the strings will change sides and that is fine. 
 
After visiting the museum we walked around Chinatown and saw how they made dumplings, what it looked like and we even 
came across a building that had doors on the outside walls of every level.  There used to be an elevator that serviced these 
doors. We  learned about the Arches that were put up. The Chinese believe arches keep the bad spirits out of the area. We 
also learned about T-Junction bad luck because they say if there’s a building in a T-Junction it is cursed with bad spirits. But if 
they put a touch of red on the outside then the spirits will not enter but instead reflect back. 
 
That concludes the Chinese Museum and I hope you enjoyed it! Now look at the photos  

-Shauri 6D 

 



PYP Learner Profile Awards  

22 July 2019 

Assembly Performer 

Stella C. 6D performing ta dance 

to Warrior. 



Sporting News 
State success for siblings!! 

Yesterday at Bundoora Park Lachlan (4A) and Madison (6B) represented BPS and the 

Southern Metro Region at the State Cross Country Championships. 

Although separated by 2 academic years, Lachlan was competing in the 9/10 year old    

category over 2km and Madison was competing in the 11 year old girls category over 3km.  

This was a totally new experience for Lachlan as this is the youngest age category eligible 

to compete but for Madison it was her third consecutive year and she was returning as the 

state champion from 2018 so the pressure was on! 

Lachlan reports back that the course was muddy after all the rain over the holidays and his race resulted in a sprint 

for the line with Lachlan finishing an amazing third to bring back the bronze medal. His 

time was 6 mins 48s. 

Madison continued her fine form and led from start to finish winning by an incredible 

margin of 40m. Her time was 10 mins 39s.  See Madison’s onscreen interview here.  

Madison and Lachlan will now swap their BPS top for a Team Vic top as they go onto rep-

resent Victoria at the National Championships in Wollongong, NSW in August. 

Good luck to you both, enjoy the experience of competing at this level and meeting new 

friends. 

Mrs. Pain 

Last term, our Grade 5/6 Netball team won the inter-school Seaside 

District Competition and progressed to the next round. On Friday 

19th July they played in the district final against Cornish College.        

The girls played in the college gym with quite a large crowd including 

Brighton Primary parent supporters and Cornish College students.    

The girls were in the lead from the first minute and went on to win the 

match with an impressive score of 56-8. Congratulations girls! On 

Thursday the 1st August the team will play in the Kingston Division   

Finals, which will be a Round Robin tournament. Best of luck girls!  

Ms Gillings 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8M-bsG_O4g&feature=youtu.be




 



INVITATION to all BPS Dads 

BPS Dads tackle their feelings 

A special event for all Dads at the school has been arranged by the BPS 
Dads Community Group.  

They've arranged for ‘Tackle Your Feelings’, a mental health training    
program for community AFL clubs, to speak about dealing with life's  
pressures, providing resources to deal with them.  

 Date: Monday 19 August 

 Time: 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

 Venue: Brighton Baptist Church, 164 Bay Street, Brighton 

 Enter: gold coin donation. 

Light catering will be provided 
 
This is an interactive session, and will require some commitment.  

Registration, via google link, will generate a survey questionnaire. Post-
event there are 3x online modules (approx 15 mins) plus survey. 

Don't be put off by this. The session will enable a better understanding of 
navigating testing periods in our lives and the tools can be applied to 
family, friends, colleagues, sports teams, coaching, community groups 
etc. 

Registration 

If you're already involved in the BPS Dads Community Group, monitor the 
Whatsapp channel for details. 

If you're not involved yet, contact Murray Collins via: 

 Onemurraycollins@hotmail.com or text 0422 073 394 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tackleyourfeelings.org.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cgittins.karen.p%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C1dabcfddde2448a207cc08d70fd115e0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C636995263008421607&sdata=xb4
mailto:Onemurraycollins@hotmail.com


 



Welcome back for semester two.  

A very warm welcome to our new principal, Steve Meade, who attended the Parents & Friends Community meeting 

on Monday morning and heard about all the things our PFC is organising for our school community this semester.  

Steve met some of the PFC committee and class representatives behind these activities to whom, we as a community, 

are indebted for putting hours of their own time into organising social and fundraising opportunities for us.  

Whether these activities are intended to build community or raise funds, or both, they are a vital part of the BPS social 

fabric and all funds raised by the PFC go toward projects improving our school.  

Speaking of improvements, the sight (and vastly improved smell) of the refurbished junior school toilet block was a 

great way to kick off the second half of the year.  

Thank you to the facilities committee, particularly BPS parent Elaine Kwok, for her hard work on bringing this project in 

on time and within budget.  

With the junior toilets done, our eyes are set on improving the amenities for the senior school as quickly as possible, too. 

 

The PFC is working on a raft of term-three activities. These are, in chronological order:  

 

 BRIGHTON LIVE – Saturday 3 August, from 7:30PM-midnight, in the Performing Arts Centre. Over 18s only. Tickets 

$20pp via Qkr!. Live music from singer/guitarist/human jukebox Sammy V; trivia from BPS’s own Michelle Gibson; 

and Martinella’s pizza. Order tickets, pizza and drinks online via Qkr! Thanks to BPS parent Lily Chenh from Grade 

1 for spearheading this event; Cameron McGlinchey for talent-spotting Sammy V; Michelle Gibson; footy dad 

Rob Stevenson from Urban Alley Brewery for loaning bar equipment; and event designers Hirestyle for helping to 

create the urban bar mood.  

 BRIGHTON BITES – Our school cookbook goes on sale - for pre-orders with delivery in October - next week on Qkr!. 

$25 per copy. Thanks to the extremely dedicated cookbook team, led by Caroline Webber, for bringing this idea 

to life.  

 Fathers’ Day gift stall – Payments will open on Qkr! in early August. Thanks to Marlea Naughton and Wishva Hill for 

organising this for BPS dads.  

 

The PFC is also assisting the BPS Footy Dads with their major event this term… 

 Brighton Community Cup – The annual BPS Vs Brighton Beach PS Dad’s Footy Match will take place from 2PM on 

Saturday 24 August at the Wilson Storage Trevor Barker Beach Oval in Sandringham. There’ll be food and drinks, 

kids’ entertainment including a cheer squad performance, bouncy castle, face painting and running races, and 

a goal-kicking competition for mums! Gold coin donation for entry. Great work footy dads, Scott and Katie Bull, 

and Rachel Forwood for bringing this event together. There will also be a Jumper Presentation social event at 

4PM on Sunday 18 August at Hotel Brighton, and a Post-Match Function at Sandy By The Bay at 7PM on              

24 August. Tickets available on Qkr!  

And finally, a reminder that the BPS Scarf & Beanie Packs ($20 for both via Qkr!) are available however orders will close 

soon. Footy dad Aaron ‘Whitey’ White is organising this merchandise.  

Please don’t forgot to book your tickets to BRIGHTON LIVE on Saturday 3 August. I look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Best,  

Danielle Johnston – President of the PFC.  





20 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

about BRIGHTON LIVE 

 

 

Q1 What and when is BRIGHTON LIVE? 

A  It’s called BRIGHTON LIVE because there will be live music by singer-guitarist Sam 
Vandenberg, who we’re calling ‘the human jukebox’ thanks to his wide-ranging song reper-
toire. There’ll also be trivia, because history tells us that the BPS community loves to play 
trivia. It will be held on Saturday 3 August, 2019, from 7:30PM-12 midnight. See Q18 for ‘How 
will the night run?’ timings. 

 

Q2 Where is BRIGHTON LIVE? 

A Brighton Primary School, Performing Arts Centre (behind the flag poles), enter via the Male Street gate.  

 

Q3 Who may attend BRIGHTON LIVE? 

A All parents, friends and staff of Brighton Primary School. This is strictly an over-18s event.  

 

Q4 Can friends who don’t have children at BPS come to BRIGHTON LIVE?  

A Yes. You’ll need to purchase their tickets, drinks and pizza on their behalf, on Qkr! Note the cut-off dates for online orders. 

 

Q5 Why are we having this event and who is organising it? 

A  Social events are part of the fabric of Brighton. Every parent and friend of the school is invited to take part in the dynamic 
calendar of school events to help celebrate successes, support students in their endeavours, and meet others who con-
tribute to this welcoming community. The BPS Parents & Friends Community (PFC), in particular, Lily Chenh, Year Level 
Liaison for Grade 1, is organising this event. 

 

Q6  Can drinks also be bought on the night and how will payments be made? 

A  Drinks (beer stubbies, wine by the bottle and glass, and soft drinks) will be available for purchase via Qkr! or cash on the 
night however, pre-ordering drinks (and pizza) via Qkr! is strongly encouraged to enable the PFC to cater adequately. 

 

Q7  What is the theme of this event?  

A ‘LIVE’ as in live music… but not the blow-your-ear-drums kind, nor the type where you can’t speak/move/cough while the 
artist plays. Talk, move around, dance at BRIGHTON LIVE. Whatever whenever. And there’s trivia, back by popular de-
mand. We’ll uncover BPS Brainiacs, Guessers & Comedians whose answers are clearly, ridiculously wrong yet delicious-
ly so. Think casual, relaxed, fun.  

 

Q8 Will the Performing Arts Centre be decorated for BRIGHTON LIVE?  

A BRIGHTON LIVE is a new kind of social event which is relatively inexpensive ($20pp), and low maintenance for the PFC 
(which not only needs to spread its resources and calls for help over numerous events throughout the year but also be 
mindful of budgets and that our aim is to raise funds for BPS). Therefore, a decision was collectively made by the PFC 
committee to keep Brighton Live simple and informal and a chance for parents to get together in a familiar environment, 
have a bit of fun (trivia), a drink, meet others and enjoy a bit of live music. We hope the atmosphere will be created by the 
people who attend rather than be distracted by the fact it is held on school premises.  

 

Q9  What is the dress code for BRIGHTON LIVE?  

A Casual. No UV lights this time, so white underwear may be worn with abandon. Floors are carpeted BTW. 

 

Q10 What will happen at BRIGHTON LIVE?  

A There will be live entertainment by Sam Vandenberg (see bio) and dancing if you feel inclined; and trivia lead by BPS 
parent and trivia buff Michelle Gibson. 

 

Q11 Who is the BRIGHTON LIVE performer?  

A Sam Vandenberg, aka Sammy V or Doughboy, has been performing live in bands and solo since high school and 
has accumulated an extraordinarily large and varied repertoire from this experience. Sam's background in acting and live 
performance is clearly evident in his always-entertaining gigs. His ability to adapt to any crowd and handle requests off-



Q13 Can we sit with friends to play trivia and watch Sam Vandenberg play guitar and sing?  

A Yes. There will be trestle tables and chairs set up and it will be a case of first in-first 
served. Tables will seat 8 comfortably (but more could be squeezed around them if needed) 
so parents are advised to organise with friends to make up a team/table and nominate a table 
captain who gets there at 7:30PM to snag a table early.  

 

Q14 Do we have to sit down for the whole night? 

A You don’t have to sit down at a table at all however it may be easier to play trivia if 
you’re seated. You are welcome to stand up for the evening. There will be chairs around the 
edges of the room.  

 

Q15 Can we purchase any add-ons?  

A Yes. For DRINKS: Head to Qkr! to see the range of beers, champagne and wines available to pre-order (which helps the 
organisers to ensure we cater appropriately!). Drinks, including soft drinks and water, will be available to purchase on the 
night preferably via Qkr! but also with cash. For PIZZA: Head to Qkr! to see the range of pizzas available which will be 
delivered to BRIGHTON LIVE by Martinella Brighton Bay Pizza & Pasta at 8AM.  

 

Q16 What type of drinks can be pre-ordered to consume at BRIGHTON LIVE? 

A   Beer & Cider (stubby): 
Furphy Ale $8 
Carlton Draught $8 
Cascade light $8 
Apple Cider $8 

White wine (bottle): 
Paul Louis Brut French champagne $35\ 
Yalumba Pinot Grigio $25 
Paxton Pinot Gris $25 
Stoneleigh Sauv Blanc $25 
Howard Vineyard Sauv Blanc $25 

Red wine (bottle):  
Pizzini Shiraz $35 
Lions Lair Cab Sauv $35 
Howard Vineyard Pinot Noir $35 

NB. Should the listed brands sell out, other comparable beverages will be served.  
There will also be premium champagne and soft drinks available to purchase on the night.  
Online drink sales close at 5PM on Tuesday 30 July.  
 

Q17 What types of Martinella’s pizzas can be pre-ordered?  
A 1. Hawaiian Pizza: Tomato, Cheese, Ham, Pineapple. Large: $20 

2. Hawaiian Pizza, gluten-free: Large: $20 
3. Vegetarian Pizza: Tomato, Cheese, Mushrooms, Capsicum, Onion, Olives. Large: $20 
4. Vegetarian Pizza, gluten-free: Large: $20 
5. Meat Lovers Pizza: BBQ Sauce, Cheese, Ham, Hot Salami, Chicken, Sausages. Large: $20 
6. Meat Lovers Pizza, gluten-free: Large: $20 
7. The Martinella Pizza: Tomato, Cheese, Onion, Ham, Hot, Salami, Mushrooms, Pineapple, Capsicum and Olives. 
Large: $20 
8. The Martinella Pizza, gluten-free. Large: $20 
NB. Online pizza sales close at 5PM on Thursday 1 August.  

 

Q18 How will the night run?  

A 7:30PM   Arrivals via the Male Street Gate and tables reserved first-in first-served 

 7:45/8PM Pizzas delivered 

 8PM-9PM Trivia with Michelle Gibson  

 9PM-11PM Sam Vandenberg aka the human jukebox plays and sings for us 

 11PM-12AM Music & dancing  

   

Q19 Is this a fundraiser for BPS?  

A The emphasis of BRIGHTON LIVE is on providing the space to have a good time, not raise funds.  

 

Q20 Who can I contact about a query?  

A  Danielle Johnston, President, BPS Parents & Friends Community. fob@brighton.vic.ed.au. 0408379019.  

mailto:fob@brighton.vic.ed.au















