
Primary students explore Italy and  
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These lucky Brighton Primary School (BPS) students recently 

returned from an experience of a lifetime.  Their authentic 

20 day Italian Adventure escorted by the schools very own 

Italian teacher, Nunzia Esposito, departed late September.   

This year’s tour was the ninth BPS Italian tour created and 

escorted by Signora Esposito along with Principal, Anny 

Lawrence and staff member Dianna Farfella.  Due to Ms 

Esposito’s strong Italian networks, the tour included many 

unique and authentic Italian experiences that money simply 

cannot buy. Anny addressed a recent school assembly 

explaining, “The difference between travelling as part of the BPS Tour group rather than a tourist is 

that you are living there as part of the community. Signora Esposito’s friends and family will 

welcome you like family.  This tour offers the experience to live in a very different community to 

ours as a local as well as interact and engage with kids who lead a very different life to what we 

know”. 

The student’s first stop was 5 days in Carpineto Romano, a small town 90kms South of Rome where 

students explored the countryside, visited traditional homes and were welcomed by family members 

who took delight in showing them what a ‘scampaganta’ is (country picnic). Walking them up the 



mountain to pick porcini mushrooms and chestnuts and then experiencing their produce in a 

delicious pizza, the authentic way with a wood fire in a log cabin.  

A cherished memory for BPS students was connecting with the local 

children after school, enjoying games of soccer, and introducing 

them to Aussie rules.  This cultural difference of local kids in the 

town coming together each day after school to spend time kicking a 

ball or other outdoor games really stood out to Australian Grade 5 

student, Bella. 

Throughout their journey, students put into practice their Italian 

language skills while visiting various schools and experiencing 

snippets of daily classes and being entertained with songs by the 

hosting students.  In return, BPS students displayed 

a video capturing the spirit of Brighton Primary 

School’s global culture and values.  The Italian 

students were impressed by the high standards of 

sporting facilities at Australian schools and happily 

surprised that we include bike education as part of 

the curriculum.  

 

A highpoint of this trip was an invitation to visit with the Mayor of Carpiento and the Mayor of Ostra, 

who enlightened the students of the town’s history and its connections with Australia. 

There were many additional places of interest experienced.  Grade 6 student, Hayden was 

captivated by the history of Rome, the colosseum and the Gladiators and remembers enjoying the 



tour of the Vatican, learning about the Saints and Popes and the fact that some Popes became 

Saints. 

Charlotte, Grade 5, described the Trevi Fountain as the most beautiful she has ever seen and the 

Pantheon being so large and well preserved considering it is over 2000 years old. 

A stop in Florence offered a visit to Uffizi museum viewing paintings by Michelangelo and Leonardo 

Da Vinci including the Annunciation, a painting of an angel telling Mary that she will be the mother 

of Jesus. 

In the latter part of the tour, the students enjoyed meeting up with their skype-pals from the Torino 

International School, whom they had grown to know via Skype sessions earlier this year. The hosting 

students took joy in escorting their Aussie pals to the Museum Mole Antonelliana and the Juventus 

stadium, home to Serie A club Juventus Football Club (one of Italy’s oldest and most successful 

clubs). 

The group finished off their 20-day adventure in Venice, experiencing Gondola rides, historic tours of 

San Marcos Square and visiting the Venetian islands of Murano, famous for their glass making and 

Burano, famous for its lace and coloured houses. 

These Brighton Primary School students have returned home richer in the knowledge of Italian 

Culture, learned independence by being away from friends and family over 3 weeks only connecting 

via writing on their daily travel blog, and opened their minds to new food, friends and ways of living. 

Plans are already in place for Brighton Primary’s 10th Biennial Italian Tour in 2020. 


